
The nature of public space along the lower Falls 
 



The Street 

  

 ‘More than a mere traffic channel, the 
street is a complex civic institution.’ 

 

 The public good requires that the street 
space be kept open, accessible to all, and 

equipped for its functions...’ 

 

Spiro Kostof  



Definition of Public Space 

A public space is a social space that is open and accessible to all, 
regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, age or socio-economic level. 



The influence of quality public space  
on mental and physical health 

 
One of the most significant factors effecting our health and well-being is 

the environment we exist in 

 
 A growing evidence base supports the role of good public space in 

delivering positive public health outcomes  
 

It follows that poor quality urban space will have negative effects on 
public physical and mental health 













An abundance of open space due to the fragmentation of the 
urban fabric –  

 
But what is the nature of it? 



Current condition of ‘public open space’ in the area 
 





















 













Harnessing potential of existing open space 
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Examples of current projects 





























The opportunity exists to re-configure existing open space to 
re-establishing the Falls as an active, vibrant, walkable 

streetscape and public realm 




