The nature of public space along the lower Falls

MMAS



The Street

‘More than a mere traffic channel, the
street is a complex civic institution.”

The public good requires that the street
space be kept open, accessible to all, and
equipped for its functions...”

Spiro Kostof



Definition of Public Space

A public space is a social space that is open and accessible to all,
regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, age or socio-economic level.



The influence of quality public space
on mental and physical health

One of the most significant factors effecting our health and well-being is
the environment we exist in

A growing evidence base supports the role of good public space in
delivering positive public health outcomes

It follows that poor quality urban space will have negative effects on
public physical and mental health
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An abundance of open space due to the fragmentation of the
urban fabric -

But what is the nature of it?



Current condition of ‘public open space’ in the area
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Harnessing potential of existing open space
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Existing Streetscape
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Protential Streetscape



Examples of current projects
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The Ballymac Friendship Centre, East Belfast
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Duncann Goren E

Left, maps comparing the Duncairn area from early in the 19th Century,
and today. The second map illustrates a piece of research we pursued in
collaboration with local residents. It identified an area of the map that is
‘missing’ in the percieved mental maps of residents of both Tigers Bay and
New Lodge, either side of the present day interface.

These ‘Neutral’ zones within peoples’ perception of the streetscape provide
opportunities for redevelopment that can potentially be adopted by both
communities, allowing Duncairn Gardens to restore its role as a ‘seam’, as
was its histiorical urban condition (above), rather than its current situation
as a barrier.



[he before and after sketches to the right are a quick
ndicative idea of how these spaces might be tested and
nade to contribute to a more active Duncairn Gardens /
North Queen Street streetscape, one that might relate back
0 its more typical historical condition of active frontages
ind awnings that welcome and encourage more passers-
)y (below). This would in turn create a more walkable
streetscape helping to reconnect nearby communities to
heir city centre. Before

Vorth Queen Street, 1936. Copyright Francis Frith Collection
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The opportunity exists to re-configure existing open space to
re-establishing the Falls as an active, vibrant, walkable
streetscape and public realm
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