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Origins –

Place, Health 

& Inequalities 



Place

• the environment in 

which we live

• the people that 

inhabit these spaces

• the quality of life that 

comes from the 

interaction of people 

and their surroundings

Creating Places (2013)
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Global Life Expectancy

• Sierra Leone – 50.1 Years*

• Scotland – 77 (M) 81 (F)**

• Japan – 83.7 Years*

WHO Global Health Estimates Technical Paper (2016)*

Office National Statistics (2016)**



Glasgow Life Expectancy



Healthy Life Expectancy in Scotland

Source: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2013/10/7316  



The Place Standard

Partners:

 Scottish Government (Planning & Architecture)

 NHS Health Scotland

 Architecture & Design Scotland

 Glasgow City Council



Getting Started - Good Timing

A legal requirement to “prepare 

and publish a local outcomes 

improvement plan”  July 2015



Strong Political Will

Cabinet Secretary for Social 

Justice, Communities and 

Pensioners Rights

Alex Neil MSP

Place Standard Launch 

December 2015



The Place Standard

Key Features



Place Standard Purpose

…to support the delivery of high quality places in 

Scotland and to maximise the potential of the physical 

and social environment in supporting health, wellbeing 

and a high quality of life.



Place Standard Principles

Are we having the right conversations with the 

right people at the right time to change things for 

the better?





The Themes & Questions

• vcvc
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PLACE STANDARD 
FILM



The Place Standard

When & Where



When to Use the

Place Standard

Early stages   

Identifying needs and assets 

Aligning priorities and investment 

Empowering communities, allowing their 

views to be articulated 

Design and development stages   

Action planning 

Informing or reviewing proposals 

For continuous improvement   

Monitoring changes and improvements

Community after-care or stewardship 

Shared Learning

Gathering community priorities 

Informing CPP considerations

Identifying needs

Reviewing impact of initiatives 

Business planning 

Baseline data 

Development planning

Planning consultation 

Regeneration planning

Capacity studies for places 

Needs assessments

Asset mapping 

Data for consultant briefing 

Design charrette briefing 

Development briefs 

Participatory budgeting

Development frameworks 

Masterplanning

Option appraisals 

Desktop review

Design and access statements

Design review

Cross sector working

Community action planning

Development management



IMPLEMENTATION



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?SCOTLAND

Increased Application Across Scotland



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Where in Scotland?

Based on 25 Area Returns November 2017

AREA No AREA No

Aberdeen City Council 6 Highland Council 5

Aberdeenshire Council 27 Inverclyde Council 5

Angus Council 3 Orkney Council 1

Argyll and Bute Council 1 North Ayrshire Council 6

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 3 Perth & Kinross Council 1

Dumfries and Galloway Council 2 Scottish Borders Council 2

Dundee City Council 8 Shetland Islands Council 2

East Ayrshire Council 2 South Ayrshire Council 1

East Dunbartonshire Council 2 South Lanarkshire Council 5

East Lothian Council 1 Stirling Council 4

Edinburgh City Council 6 West Lothian Council 3

Fife Council 8

Loch Lomond & Trossachs

National Park 2

Glasgow City Council 6 TOTAL 112

At Least 14,000 People



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Not all the figures!

• Recent review of online data
• Over 4,000 Tools Started
• 65,000 individual data entries
• Reasons included; -

• Training, 
• Local Authority/Municipality Use, 
• Developers, 
• Schools, and 
• Buying a house!



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?For What in Scotland?

Based on 72 of 78 Recorded Applications November 2017

19%

20%

10%11%

14%

26%

LOIP/Locality Plan Development Local Development Plan

Local Development Framework Masterplan

Training/ awareness-raising Local Place Plans
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Beyond UK - Netherlands

Sas Van Gent
Summer 2017



Beyond UK - Netherlands

Netherlands Place Standard
“Leefplekmeter”

LAUNCH

Utrecht 
Friday 18th May



Beyond UK - Denmark



Beyond UK – European Region

WHO European 
Healthy Cities 

Network

Edinburgh
September 2017



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Beyond UK – European Region

• Kaunas, Lithuania
• Survey in 11 Kaunas Neighbourhoods.
• Plan - 1079 people
• Online questionnaire response 668 

people to date
• Macedonia/Latvia (Riga)

• Flexibility & ease of ease for policy planning 
in different settings across Macedonia.

• 1 District in Skopje to be test site (May-Sept 
2018)



Beyond UK – European Region

WHO European 
Healthy Cities 

Network

Antalya
April 2018



Beyond UK & Europe 



PLANNING & 
GOVERNANCE



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?KEY MILESTONES

• Place Standard Launched December 
2015

• National Implementation Plan July 2016
• National Governance Structure 

September 2016
• Place Standard Alliance Dec 2016/May 

2017
• Local/National Support & Delivery 

Mechanism May 2017



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

1. Community & Organisational Leadership
2. Role of Legislation, Policy & Strategy
3. Workforce & Community Capacity
4. Higher & Further Education Learning
5. Public Awareness & Proactive Delivery
6. Equitable Application across Communities
7. Improvement – Evidence of What Works
8. Funding & Awards Criteria

8 Outcomes



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?GOVERNANCE & SUPPORT STRUCTURE

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Communications & 
Marketing 

Working Group 
(Action Area 7) 

 

Monitoring & 
Evidence 

Working Group 
(Action Area 4) 

 
 

Community & 
Practitioner 
Learning & 

Development 
Working Group 
(Action Area 5) 

 

PLACE STANDARD 

IMPLEMENTATION BOARD 

PLACE STANDARD 
IMPLEMENTATION 

GROUP 

Local Delivery 
Processes 

National Policy & 
Delivery Processes 

Place Standard 
Alliance 

(Communities, 
Practitioners & Other 

Stakeholders) 



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?CASE STUDIES

and ….



Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?

PLACE STANDARD 
PROCESS 
EVALUATION
MAY 2017



https://www.theplanner.co.uk/
https://www.theplanner.co.uk/


Place Standard – How Good is Our Place?Other News for 2018

Place Standard Review

• Engagement with Users - May 2018

• Pilots – Summer 2018 (Clean Air/International 

Learning)

• Analysis & Report August 2018

• Updated Product & Resources November 2018

• Launch Spring 2019



Conclusion

• Product translates public health and place 

making theory into accessible tool

• Places people at heart of decision making

• Highly reputable product and process

• Commitment to improvement & extending 

relevant application to other areas



Thank You


