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Key Stage Two: Primary 7

LEARNING ACTIVITY B: Medicine Safety - Allergy Poster

 

 

 

Do you have any allergies?

It’s not this obvious -
tell your doctor, dentist, nurse/midwife
and pharmacist if you have any allergies

 
 
The list of critical medicines where timeliness of 
administration is crucial has been updated. This 
replaces the list produced by the Medicines 
Governance team in November 2010 and 
previously updated in March 2016.  
 
The latest version now includes: ‘end of life 
medication’ and ‘parenteral electrolyte 
replacement’, examples of medicines for each 
medication class listed and a brief explanation of 
the potential consequence of omission or delay.  
Click here Critical Medicine Poster Link 
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Many patients refer to their inhalers  
as ‘puffers’. In recent years a number 
of new inhaler devices have been introduced for 
example, Ellipta, Novolizer, Modulite, Respimat.  
 
Medication incidents have occurred where staff 
have selected the wrong medicine by focusing 
on the name of the inhaler device. For example, 
Anoro Elipta® (vilanterol/umeclidinium) 
prescribed and Incruse Elipta® (umeclidinium) 
selected or Spiolto Respimat® 
(olodaterol/tiotropium) prescribed and Spiriva 
Respimat® (tiotropium) selected. 
 
Be aware of the names of these new inhaler 
devices. There can be several different 
medicines available that use the same device.  
 

        

 
 

Serious overdoses of insulin have occurred in the 
past in the treatment of hyperkalaemia in adults. 
To avoid recurrence, a hyperkalaemia kit (shown 
below) and regional guidance1 were introduced in 
Northern Ireland a number of years ago.  
 
Remember: to treat hyperkalaemia in adults the 
dose of soluble insulin is 10units and this dose 
must be second checked with the senior nurse 
on duty. 
 
It is important to refer to and be aware of the 
Trust’s policy regarding the monitoring and 
documentation of blood glucose post-
administration of insulin/glucose infusion and the 
intervals at which these should be monitored.  

 
1. https://www.rqia.org.uk/RQIA/files/6f/6f51b366-f8bf-44de-a630-

6967d5353a87.pdf 
 

 
 

Medication incidents have been reported related to 
crushing and administering medicines such as 
MST® and other modified release tablets. Crushing 
MST® may lead to an immediate release of 
morphine and this could result in a serious 
overdose.  
 
To avoid this situation, consider:   

 Is the medication absolutely necessary? 
 Can it be switched to another agent, 

formulation or route?  
 
Sources of information on crushing tablets include: 

 BNF 
 SPC 
 NEWT guidelines 
 Trust Medicines Information services 
 Advice for Health Professionals: Choosing 

medicines for patients unable to take solid 
oral dosage forms – Click here 
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LEARNING ACTIVITY B:  WHO Five Moments for Medication Safety

for M
edication Safety

5 M
om

ents

Starting
a m

edication
Taking

m
y m

edication
Review

ing
m

y m
edication

Stopping
m

y m
edication

Adding
a m

edication 
  W

hat is the nam
e of this 

m
edication and w

hat is it for?
  W

hat are the risks and possible 
side-effects?

  W
hen should I take this m

edication 
and how

 m
uch should I take each 

tim
e?

  W
hat should I do if I have side-

effects?

  Do I really need any other 
m

edication?
  Can this m

edication interact w
ith 

m
y other m

edications?

  W
hen should I stop each 

m
edication?

  If I have to stop m
y m

edication 
due to an unw

anted effect, 
w

here should I report this?

  H
ow

 long should I take each 
m

edication? 
  Am

 I taking any m
edications I no 

longer need?

For m
ore inform

ation, please visit:
https://w

w
w

.w
ho.int/patientsafety/m

edication-safety/5m
om

ents/en/

W
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 W
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e rights reserved. This w
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The 5 M
om

ents for M
edication Safety are the key m

om
ents w

here action by the patient 
or caregiver can greatly reduce the risk of harm

 associated w
ith the use of their 

m
edication/s. Each m

om
ent includes 5 critical questions. Som

e are self-reflective for 
the patient and som

e require support from
 a health professional to be answ

ered and 
reflected upon correctly.

This tool for patient engagem
ent has been developed as part of the third W

H
O

 Global 
Patient Safety Challenge: M

edication W
ithout H

arm
.

It is intended to engage patients in their ow
n care in a m

ore active w
ay, to encourage their 

curiosity about the m
edications they are taking, and to em

pow
er them

 to com
m

unicate 
openly w

ith their health professionals.

This tool is intended for use by patients, their fam
ilies and caregivers, w

ith the help of 
health professionals, at all levels of care and across all settings.
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LEARNING ACTIVITY C:  Catch It. Kill It. Bin It. Poster
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